
Saint George Maronite Catholic Church 
1493 Cranston Street, Cranston, RI 02920 

Email: stgeorgeri1@gmail.com 

Office: 401.723.8444 

Website: www.stgeorgeri.com 

Mass  Schedule 

Saturday 

4:00 pm (Maronite Rite) 

Sunday  

8:30 am (Latin Rite) 

10:30 am (Maronite Rite) 

Office  Hours 

Tuesday through Friday 

10:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Please call or visit    

during office hours. 

Please follow our page on  
 

Facebook 

www.facebook.com/
stgeorgemaronitecatholic-
churchRI/ 
 

LIVE STREAMING ALL 
WEEKEND LITURGIES 

Luke 2:1-20 
The Birth of Jesus 
The Evangelist said: In those days a decree 
went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. This was the first 
registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns 
to be registered. Joseph also went from the 
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city 
of David called Bethlehem, because he was  
descended from the house and family of David. 
He went to be registered with Mary, to whom 
he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 
While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of 
cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. In that 
region there were shepherds living in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. Then 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 

were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all 
the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: 
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multi-
tude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured 
all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them. This is the truth. Peace be with you. 

December 27, 2020 

Glorious Birth of Our Lord 

Sacraments 
Baptism and Confirmation: 
Please contact the Priest 
ASAP after the birth of  your 
child. 

Reconciliation: Before or after 
Liturgy or by appt. 

Marriage: Couples must     
contact the Priest six months 
before the wedding. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FstgeorgemaronitecatholicchurchRI%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE-Ae1W5y-rFKg5gnY8z96SGF8B0A
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FstgeorgemaronitecatholicchurchRI%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE-Ae1W5y-rFKg5gnY8z96SGF8B0A
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FstgeorgemaronitecatholicchurchRI%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE-Ae1W5y-rFKg5gnY8z96SGF8B0A


Meet Your 
Pastoral Team 

 

Fr. Tony Saab 
Pastor  
frtonysaab@gmail.com 
 
Farid Zaarour 
Deacon 
fzaarour@yahoo.com 
 

Suzanne Cannon 
Office Assistant 
 

Choirs 
Georgeann Thomas 
Suzanne Cannon 
Darine Saker 

Gisele Zaarour 
Dr. Ghada Bourjeily-Habr 

Weekly Collection 
Sat 4:00 pm $ 2,269.00 
Sun 8:30 am $ 306.00 
Sun 10:30 am $ 730.00 

Liturgical Intentions  

12/24 
4:00 pm 

 
CHRISTMAS 

12/25 
8:30 am 

 
11:00 am 

 
CHRISTMAS 

 
CHRISTMAS 

12/26 
4:00 pm 

 
8 Year Anniversary for SAMIRA THOMAS, requested by her Loving  
Family 
 
Memorial Liturgy for MARCO PAOLO THOMAS, requested by His       
Loving Family 

12/27 
8:30 am 

 
10:30 am 

 
Special Intention 
 
Special Intention 

12/31 
4:00 pm 

 
World Peace Day / Circumcision of the Lord 

01/01 
10:30 am 

 
World Peace Day / Circumcision of the Lord 

01/02 
4:00 pm 

 
10 Year Anniversary for KAY BUDWAY MURPHY, requested by her  
Beloved Parents, Anthony and Maureen Budway, and her Loving Family 

01/03 
8:30 am 

 
 

10:30 am 

 
Memorial Liturgy for DAVID BINGHAM and MICHAEL BINGHAM,  
requested by their Loving Family 
 
40 Day Mass for MARGARET A. GERGORA, requested by Catherine       
Gergora 

01/09 
4:00 pm 

 
Memorial Liturgy for ELIAS DAMIEN, requested by Anthony (Tuffy) and 
Helen Budway 

01/10 
8:30 am 

 
10:30 am 

 
Special Intention 
 
40 Day Mass for THERESE F. ESTEPHAN, requested by her Loving Family 

NEW YEAR DIVINE LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Thursday, December 31, 2020 

4:00 pm 

 

Friday, January 1, 2021 

10:30 am 



Would you like to receive this bulletin every week by email and in color?  
Please email your name, address and phone number to: 

stgeorgeri1@gmail.com 
and we will add you to our safe and discreet email list.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
THE HOLY ROSARY SODALITY will meet on Saturday, January 2, 2021 at 3:30 pm to recite the Rosary before the Divine Liturgy 
at 4:00 pm.  
 
200 CLUB - Saint George's 200 Club 2021 tickets are available!!! Ticket cost: $120 for the year or $10 per month. Your member-
ship enters you into a monthly drawing to win $1,000. Please support your parish by becoming a member, please contact Jayne 
Capaldi (jmcapaldi@yahoo.com). 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION will be held on every first Saturday of the month from 2:00 PM to 3:30 PM. 
 
FIRST COMMUNION AND RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES: 
All children in Second Grade who will receive their First Communion in 2021 are invited to register as classes will begin soon. 
Also, all children Grades 1-7 who would like to attend Religious Education classes are invited to do the same. Please fill out a 
registration form at the Church entrance and place it in the collection basket or mail it to the Church office.  
 

ALL YOUTH from Grade 7 through Grade 12! Please join us!! Please fill out a registration form at 
the Church entrance and place it in the collection basket or mail it to the Church office. 

.  
 
NEW DATE - SAVE THE DATE - 72nd SAINT JOSEPH ANNUAL HAFLI: SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 2021.  
Entertainment by Marwan Zgheib. Stay tuned for more information. 
 
WANTED — VINTAGE PHOTOS FROM PREVIOUS SAINT JOSEPH ANNUAL HAFLIS: Your cherished memories will be displayed  

during the 72nd Saint Joseph Annual Hafli. Please send your photographs to Joe Checrallah (csii2@icloud.com). 

A heartfelt THANK YOU to Joseph Checrallah, Jr. for his 
commitment and active participation in the creation of 
our new interactive website. A sincere THANK YOU goes 
out also to Matt Pelicano for his generosity towards 
Saint George Parish Community. 
 

Our new website is: www.stgeorgeri.com. 

Please continue to express your love for your church! 

1. By mailing your weekly envelopes to the Church Office if you are unable to attend   
Divine Liturgy in person. 

2. By setting up online recurring payments with your bank. 

3. By making an online donation. Please visit our website (www.stgeorgeri.com) or 
please click on this link: Donate (paypal.com)  

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=N7CEEYTH8JM9U


CHRIST THE SAVIOR IS BORN 
At the Birth of our Lord Jesus, we celebrate a feast of hope, for in him were 

fulfilled what the prophets and messengers foretold, and the long wait of our 
fathers and the nations reached its desired goal. The promised saviour was 
born, Emmanuel, “God with us”; the dream came true and Good Hope was 
revealed to all humanity. 

The Birth of our Lord Jesus in a manger in Bethlehem, manifested the love 
of God the Father in the Son made man, and Christ the Lord was glorified in 
the child born from the Virgin Mary, the daughter of David. The Word of God 
has become flesh to give the whole of humanity a new life for a new covenant 
in which the Word incarnate would be revealed. This Word is light itself. It is 
the sun of righteousness that shines on all the darkness of history, to illumi-
nate it with the light of hope of the new era, because “separated from Christ 
we are without hope “(Eph 2/12). 

We celebrate Christmas this year, when the glimmer of hope is about to 
expire in the hearts of many. The hope in our souls is threatened by the spread of religious fundamentalism that chooses the 
language of murder, darkness and intimidation towards others. Terrorist attacks and persecution against the Christian minority 
in the Middle East and Africa; the Covid-19 Pandemic has crippled our nation and our world on every level. The Child of the 
manger is our only sign of hope and the only light in this darkness. 

The luminous, indisputable truth is that Christmas preaches hope in the midst of suffering, pain and adversity. The Christmas 
star is the Star of Hope, which made the people walking in darkness see a great light (Is 9:2). Our hope does not come from   
other people, but from God, from whom and through whom comes healing to the world. Hope, which is at the foundation of a 
renewed world, helps us to alleviate the pain and resist evil, but we cannot eradicate them, until God becomes all in all. 

It is therefore imperative that we ask today: What can we hope for? And what must we have the courage and wisdom to 
simply accept? 

Above all, we hope in Christ’s promise to us of salvation and eternal life, not only as a reality to come, but as a present fact. 
The frustration and despair felt by man today as a result of the failure of scientific progress and development to bring him     
happiness renders the mission of the Church and its people an urgent and difficult one at the same time. Our world desperately 
needs a Hope that can bring a real joy to the heart. The revolution of science and technology that we are witnessing may       
contribute to the building of human society, but it could also potentially destroy humanity, if it is not related to forces beyond it 
and stronger than it. What ultimately saves man and grants him true happiness is neither science, nor the speed of social     
communication, nor the digital media and electronic games which have entered our homes, and taken a prime place in our daily 
lives, and the lives of our children, as a daily bread that we cannot dispense with. Technology does not intend to leave us any 
time soon, but rather the opposite for it has ascended an imaginary throne in our lives. The least we can say is that this is       
robbing us of our children and the human dimension of lovingly interacting with others. 

It is only the true love that gives of itself, and not modern science or technology, that can save man and bring hope to his 
heart. When man experiences a great love, he truly enters into an oasis of redemption and salvation, giving new meaning to his 
life. Those touched by true love can sail in the mystery of life and as they delve deeper, they find hope emanating from the  
mystery of the divine incarnation, for it is truly the hope of our fathers and the expectation of the nations. 

Reflecting on the great event of Christmas, we become aware of the importance of renewing our faith in a society that is 
suffering a crisis of faith in God, failing to realize that a world without God is a world without hope. Hope is a holy virtue that 
results from our Christian faith and invigorates it. There is no hope without faith, and no faith without hope. 

The mission of our Maronite Catholic Church in our multicultural society is to spread the message of hope, not only for our 
sake as Maronite Christians, but for others so that we may be, for them, messengers of the good news of the Gospel. May we 
help others to walk under the guidance of the Christmas star, the Star of Hope, to the manger of Bethlehem, to worship the  
Divine Child. From thereon commences the journey of formation in faith, hope and love. 

Prayer is essential to grow in hope. When no one else hears or listens to me, God still listens to my pleas. And when I can no 
longer speak with anyone, I can speak with God. It is beautiful when families come together to pray and praise the Divine Child 
at Christmas, this Child who has entered the history of each and every one of us and become closer to us than ourselves.  

The good news for us today is that “God is the foundation of hope: not any god, but the God who has a human face and who 
has loved us to the end, each one of us and humanity in its entirety.” (Pope Benedict XVI, Spe Salvi, 31). Let us therefore rejoice 
and chant: 

“Christ is born … Alleluia” 
Excerpts from Message of His Excellency Bishop Tarabay 


